Open Letter to People and Friends of Grace Presbyterian Church of Utah

We set a major milestone for our church family on Sunday, February 21, when we met for the first time in our own church facility. This letter attempts to set a healthy framework for leveraging that milestone and taking Grace Church forward.  That framework must focus on and revolve around God.  He has provided amazing things for our families and our church, and He will always be faithful.  Our building is a marvelous tool that we must use for His service.  We want to help you all to focus on the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  Sunday’s worship, praise, and singing were an awesome start.  The purity of joy and worship we experienced together during the service and the shared meal afterward were a testimony to our Lord and Savior.  And as all these good things are happing, we must be watchful to stay focused on God.  The Enemy is not pleased with the growth of God’s church in Utah, and transition times can be vulnerable times.

We need to share some important facts regarding the building acquisition and refurbishment.   Much to the surprise of everyone involved, instead of spending $60-100,000 on renovations, we have now spent $122,000, and most of the expenditures procured things that are not readily visible (new HVAC, plumbing, business office, walls, restrooms, and nursery).   In addition we have continued evidence of God’s graciousness, in that He moved the hearts of his people to donate items that were not anticipated (blue carpet in the main hallway, office furniture for the pastor and assistant pastor, file cabinets, flat panel TV, audio/video systems, nice chairs in the entryway, exterior landscaping, nursery items, and more).  We the session urge all of you to celebrate God’s generosity in providing the building and its contents.

The services of all involved in getting the building ready were exemplary.  These folks include Rev. Timothy Barton, Jr., the Renovation Committee, the Future Facilities Committee, and the volunteer team – including our brothers and sisters from neighboring churches.  It is the opinion of the session that all involved excelled in their efforts at great personal sacrifice, and they richly deserve our deepest appreciation and thanks.

In moving ahead we are praying for God’s abundant provision to help us embark on the next phases of the building renovation.  Wouldn’t it be magnificent if we were able to worship in the sanctuary by Christmas this year!  At this point our assets are depleted.  We can pay our bills and the mortgage we owe, but God must provide for anything further.  We urge you all to join with us in prayer and unity as we march forward as a unified Grace Church family.  Only a people united by and with God will be successful in reaching our community for Jesus our Savior.
In Christ,

Your Elders, Don Krafft, Rick Proffer

Psalm 118:22-25

22 The stone which the builders rejected

Has become the chief cornerstone.

23 This was the LORD’s doing;

It is marvelous in our eyes.

24 This is the day the LORD has made;

We will rejoice and be glad in it.

